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Why have a week dedicated to rail safety?

The Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police (ILACP) Traffic Safety Committee recognizes 
the importance of tying together the educational and engineering components of rail 
safety to the enforcement component of rail safety that law enforcement agencies 
can bring to the table.

In order to coordinate this statewide effort, the ILACP Traffic Safety Committee 
turned the idea into a reality by building partnerships and implementing the first ever 
Illinois Rail Safety Week event in 2014. This week was held from September 14th to 
September 20th.   

By combining the resources of both public and private entities in terms of the 3 “E’s” 
(Education, Enforcement, and Engineering) during a statewide effort, a common goal 
can be achieved; to save lives and prevent injuries.



Why have a week dedicated to rail safety?

Look at the rail system that exists within Illinois…

According to the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC):

- There is more than 7,400 miles of railroad track within Illinois, the second largest 
rail system of any state in the U.S.

- All 7 Class 1 railroads in the U.S. operate within Illinois (BNSF, CN, CP, CSX, KCS, NS, 
UP), in addition to about 50 smaller railroads.

- 12,048 level crossings exist within Illinois (7,783 public: 3,905 private: 360 
pedestrian).

- 2,670 public highway rail structures exist within Illinois (1,729 over: 941 under).

- More than 500 million tons of freight moves on rails within Illinois each year, which 
is the most of any state in the U.S.

- About 20 million tons of chemicals, many of which are hazardous, are transported 
on the rail system within Illinois each year.

- Chicago is the largest rail hub in the U.S. and the 3rd largest intermodal 
container/trailer port in the world, following only Singapore and Hong Kong. 



Illinois has historically been in the top 5 within the United States in 
terms of rail grade crossing fatalities and trespass fatalities. 

But we are making a difference……………..
(Based on Preliminary 2016 Federal Railroad Administration Statistics)

Year Grade Crossing 
Fatalities National Ranking

2013 16 3rd

2014 21 2nd

2015 31 2nd

2016 22 3rd

Year Trespass Fatalities National Ranking

2013 26 2nd

2014 35 3rd

2015 23 5th

2016 22 6th



What is the MISSION of Illinois Rail Safety Week?

Mission Statement: To conduct a statewide, comprehensive and 
coordinated rail safety awareness campaign through the organization and 
delivery of new and previously established rail safety programs, in order to 
promote EDUCATION, conduct ENFORCEMENT and promote continued 
ENGINEERING advances while enhancing public awareness ultimately 
leading to the prevention of collisions, deaths, and injuries at places where 
roadways cross railroad tracks, on railroad rights of way, and on railroad 
property. 

Simply put, the mission of Illinois Rail Safety Week is to save 
lives and prevent tragedies.



The 3 “E”s; Education, Engineering, and Enforcement as related 
to rail safety:

Education
Increase public awareness by educating both motorists and pedestrians about the 
dangers around railroad tracks, railroad yards, and railroad property so everyone 
makes safe decisions and understands how quickly he/she can unknowingly get into a 
dangerous, life threatening situation.

Engineering
Work with all involved entities to promote continued engineering research, 
innovation, and its implementation to improve the safety of railroad crossings for 
both motor vehicles and pedestrians.

Enforcement
Conduct sustained enforcement of traffic laws related to grade crossings and 
trespassing laws on railroad property in order to change future behavior. 



What is the VISION & long term goal of rail safety week?

- Create a working relationship amongst all stakeholders in terms of rail safety, 
from governmental agencies, private corporations, volunteer groups, and rail 
fans to achieve the mission of saving lives and preventing tragedies.

- Make law enforcement entities more aware of the dangers associated with 
railroads in order to keep both officers and the public safe.  Many law 
enforcement officers are unfamiliar with the dangers associated with the rails.

- Make law enforcement entities more aware of what railroad related violations 
exist so appropriate enforcement and educational campaigns can be 
implemented on a sustained basis; beyond rail safety week.

- Provide all stakeholders with educational materials (specific to law enforcement, 
private agencies, and the general public) for download via the website; 
www.illinoisrailsafetyweek.org

- Take Illinois Rail Safety Week beyond the borders of Illinois by helping facilitate a 
Midwest Rail Safety Week during 2016, and a National Rail Safety Week in 2017. 



How will rail safety week be sustained and funded over the 
test of time?

- The ILACP Traffic Safety Committee will continue to be a driving force and the 
primary sponsoring agency by keeping Rail Safety Week as one of priorities.

- By involving and building partnerships with an array of agencies and individuals 
who understand the importance of rail safety.  From individual citizens, rail fans, 
governmental agencies both large and small, non profit organizations, elected 
officials, educational institutions, and railroad related vendors/manufacturers.

- The above mentioned cross section of stakeholders will bring forth a broad range 
of perspectives, knowledge, expertise, insight, and personalities who all have a 
vested interest in the continuation of Rail Safety Week. 

- Funding of Illinois Rail Safety Week will depend upon stakeholders to help fund 
and contribute to the event.  Whether in terms of monetary donations, internal 
spending, or supplying materials, any amount will help the mission of Rail Safety 
Week. 



A summary: 

First, the ILACP Traffic Safety Committee set out to 
start the process with the Governor of the State of 
Illinois requesting that he issue a proclamation 
declaring September 24th – 30th as Illinois Rail 
Safety Week.

Second, the Committee set out to involve large 
stakeholders:

Finally, the Committee began to recruit   
participants by deploying a website:
www.illinoisrailsafetyweek.org website created, 
where agencies register online.

http://www.illinoisrailsafetyweek.org/
http://illinoistruckcops.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/sponsors3.png


Funding

Since its inception, Illinois Rail Safety Week has been funded with grant monies received  each 
year from CN Railroad via its Stronger Communities Fund.  In addition, CN Railroad provided a 
variety of educational handouts to agencies that formally requested such items, and covered 
other incidental costs such as postage. Union Pacific has also provided grant funding over the last 
two years and is this year’s key partner. 

No other funding sources were available for the event and participating agencies took it upon 
themselves to create, download and print, and purchase handouts for the event.  Committee 
members also relied on both public and private agencies to provide no cost advertising , such as 
the Illinois Department of Transportation, Clear Channel Outdoor, Inc., local businesses, and 
educational institutions, to name a few.   



Created a website where agencies can register and 
download materials such as posters, flyers, vehicle code 
statutes, activity tracking sheets, etc.



We keep it short and simple for agencies so they have readily available, instant 
access to information they can use during the campaign.  We also have a backup 
plan in place for departments that lack technological capabilities.



We Provide Materials for Use: All registrants received a thumb 
drive pre-loaded with handouts, flyers, and other information.
It was also available on our website   
www.illinoisrailsafetyweek.org



A summary of 2015 participation.

This map 
shows the 

level of 
participation 

last year. 
Approximately 

400 police 
agencies, 

sheriff 
departments, 
railroad police 

and more.
Blue identified 
participating 

municipalities, 
Orange-

counties.



A summary of 2014, 2015 and…….



….2016 results.



A summary in pictures.



A summary in pictures.



A summary in pictures.



Recognition. The Committee realizes the importance of 
recognizing those agencies who excelled during 
Rail Safety Week.  About 25 agencies received a 
certificate of appreciation or a plaque containing 
one of the special event license plates which were 
available for purchase and used as registration for 
your vehicle for 3 months. 



At the conclusion of the event, each 
participating agency received a copy of the 
results, a thank you letter and an embroidered 
patch which was custom designed for the year.



The International Association of Chiefs of Police 
passed a resolution supporting the idea of a U.S. 
Rail Safety Week.



Illinois will support the first ever National Rail 
Safety Week September 24th-30th



Why it’s better I stick to Education and 
Enforcement
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